
Dear Families and Staff: 

As we finish the end of the first trimester and with Thanksgiving next week, I want to thank 
everyone for your diligence so we could have in-person instruction in our blended learning 
model for 10 out of the 12 weeks of the trimester. 

When we come back from Thanksgiving break and start the 2nd trimester, I'm hoping we can 
continue with our blended learning model, but I'm not overly optimistic with the rising cases all 
around us.  In fact, this week on the state Covid map, we are the only county with Very High 
levels of transmission.  The rest of the state is now at the Critically High level.  Due to the 
extremely high transmission levels, we would again respectfully ask that if your child attends a 
mass gathering of more than 10 people indoors and 25 people outdoors where social distancing 
cannot be maintained, which includes Thanksgiving gatherings, they switch to virtual-only 
instruction for 14 days.  To switch to virtual-only instruction for 14 days, you just need to contact 
the office at your child's school.  

We also suggest that you be prepared for NGSD to have to switch to all-virtual instruction with 
minimal notice.  With the transmission rates continuing to trend strongly in the wrong direction, 
we may have to switch at any time, and as much as we want to give you notice ahead of time, 
many districts have had to make a change mid-week with little notice.  We know this is not ideal, 
but it is a reality we could face. 

As we head into Thanksgiving break, below are the current Covid statistics related to the New 
Glarus School District:  

Harvard Global Health Institute Covid Map - Green County Level:  Red 

- This is one of the guidelines we are using to help us decide if we should be considering all 
virtual instruction.  If this metric is red, it is concerning and a reason to consider online learning 
for all students.  If you would like to follow the data, it is on the following website: 
https://globalepidemics.org/key-metrics-for-covid-suppression/.  

Internal NGSD Students/Staff that have Tested Covid Positive or Are Quarantined Due to being 
a Close Contact:  1.0-1.5% 

- This is another guideline we are using to help us decide if we should be considering all virtual 
instruction.  If this metric hits 5%, then it is concerning and a reason to consider online learning 
for all students.  

WI State Dept of Health - Green County Covid Activity Level: Very High 

- This metric is on our initial reopening plan to decide when to switch between all in-person and 
blended learning.   Last week, the state added a new category, Critically High.  At this time, 
Green County is the only county in the state that is not in the Critically High category.  If you 
would like to follow the data, it is on the following website: 
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/local.htm.  

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/gksvZ42p8KXdsiedJRdmHQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhl-YsP4QzB2h0dHA6Ly90cmFjay5zcGUuc2Nob29sbWVzc2VuZ2VyLmNvbS9mL2EvUnRiTThrazRnUUJtWnZ1Yi1ZeVR2Z35-L0FBQUFBUUF-~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/KoesEX1_QZIBv4iXdxb7og~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhl-YsP4QbA2h0dHA6Ly90cmFjay5zcGUuc2Nob29sbWVzc2VuZ2VyLmNvbS9mL2EvZktPY3RPNlNqY3hHQXp1Vi1PLUE0d35-L0FBQUFBUUF-


Next week's update will be delayed a day due to Thanksgiving so you can expect it on Friday 
instead of Thursday. 

In the meantime, I hope you and your families have a good week and have a Happy 
Thanksgiving!  

  

Dr. Jennifer Thayer 

Superintendent - New Glarus School District 

 


